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The following ars axcerpls from a letier writien by a prominent member of
25X1X6 the Balli Kombetar, *3“' the displaced
~persons camp, lLavrion, (resce, concerming Albanian emigratlon to Syria.

Ihe reascns which coimpel us to bring our fellow refugees to these parts are
as followss

1. The Italisns generally nurse a kind of hatred against the Albacnians as
a result of the events of ths war, They express thiz natved quile
openly to the members of the Balli Kombetar organization who had taken
a part, more or less, against the Italian Army of occupation.

2. ‘This hatred has bsen aggravated by the machinations of the Albanian
collzborators with the Fasciab regime. These collaborators have been
criticized both verbally and in writing by the Youth of Balli Konmbatar
Loy thelr past policy.

3. The hatred of the Italian authoritles for the members of our organization
has been demonstrated in several cases, and particularly recently by the
arvest of more than 20 of our followers by the Ttalian police on the day
when the Allied srmies left Italy. Under such circumshances it is im-
possible for our comrades in Balli Kowbetar to rewain in Italy.

l. The Imternational Refugee Orzanization (I.R.0.) treats shamefully the
Albaniane in the displaced persons camps, and particulariy badly the
members of Balli Kombetar. The latter are the victims of propagenda
and machinabions directed againgt them by the Italians who are working
for the I.R.0, in Reggio Emilla.

5. In Ttaly, where hundrads of thousands of refugees are living, the govern-
ment i1s paying close attention to prevent freedom of organizalion amongs®
then, because this might create a grave danger for the Italiang. Still
lesa can the Italian authorltles permit ¥he Albanian refugees to organize

i é:m“}bo have freedom of expz*ea%ion., Hot only do the Italians murse this
"nitred againet a part of the Albanians, but there are also special interests
winich the Ttalians have in Albania, and these interests all Ttalian regimes
asesk to protect. The Tugoslav and Bulgarian FBmwbassies, cn the contrary,
are working actively with the purpese of dividing the Albanian refugess,
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in order to paralyze any nationallst activity om their part. For these
reasons it is impossible for the Albanian refugees in Italy to unite, mach
less to organize and to act in accordance with their national interesta.

6, On the other hand the present Italim government has made repeatsd efforts
to come to some agreement with the govermment of Enver Hoxha. A fow wecks
ago I learned that a delegation from Hoxha had arrived in Rome in order to
conbime discussions. Not only we of Balli Kombetar but also well-known
Itolophiles have begun to fear that the government in Rome will mistreat us
all or band us over to Koci. Xoxe in exchange for hundreds of Ttalians who
ars now in Albania, detained by the red regime. For morel and political
reasons, as well as reasone of survial, it is lmperative for us to remove
our comrades as quickly as possible {rom Ttaly. :

T. It seems Lo me that Syria is the most suitable place of all for the gathering
of Albanian refugees. In the first place the people and the govermment here
are absclutely anti-Communist, and Communism is our chief enemy. Here thers
is no legal Commnist movement. When we first came hsre a band of nationalists
wade an armed attack on the Commnlat center and destroyed i*.

C. 8yria is a couniry with absolute democratic freedom. Syria has no speecial
interests in Albania, Because of their memory of their association with +he
Albanian people under the Obloman Empire, the Syrians have a special sympathy
for the Albanians. Furthermore the refugee Kosovaras joinéd the Syrian people
in their fights againat the French troops, and this made a deep impression
here. :

9. From an international political and strategic view, Syria lies outside the
lires of the anti-Soviet frent in cage of a genersl conflict, but it is a
neighbor to Turkey and close to Greece. These states can be regarded tcday
as two bastions of the Western World in the Middle East. From this point
of view Syria is a favorable place not only for those able %o bear arms, but
algo for those who are umable to do so, becauss wa shall avoid the many living
at the expense of the few. As regards Argentina, I flatly rejected this
country last year, because it is too far away and is outside the radius of
our political and military activity.

10. I do not understand why an understanding with Greece should be hindsred if we
come here to Syris, which bas ne special interests in Albania, or why it should
not be hindered if we remain, for example, in Italy, which is a natural
opponent of Greece as regards her policy towards Albania.,

11, 0Official Greek circles do not realize that Italian circles regard 2 Greco-
Albanlan understanding as a catastrophe. Greek @ircles do not realize that one
of the reasons why Italy {ights the Balli Kombetar, apart from membries of the
war, is the tendency of this organization %o a rapprochement with Greece.
Several Italian newspapers bave stressed this in their columms, charging that
Balli Kombetar is Jialophobe and Hellenophile.

12, For this reason the further stay of the Albanian refugees in Ttaly would
probably be a hindrance to Greeck-fAlbanian understanding. On the other hand,
their arrival in Syrla camwt{ hinder such an understending. Tt is my Cirm
conviction that for refugees to gather heve is the only way to facilitate a
Greek-Albanisn rapprochement, if it can indeed be achieved, Thersfore our
arvival kere is a nocesgilby, not a handicap.

13, I think that as soon as we form the National Front, for which T am striving,
not only in Rome but also in Athens and in many important eanters such as
Paris, Ceneva, Iondom and parbicularly Washingion and elsewhere, there must
be centers of organizaticn and of national propagands.
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The only difference will be that those who speak and act today in Rome and
Afhene do so independently on their owm initiative, without having any
authorilty or general responsibility. If, however, there is ono organizationg
they will be selected and will be controlled in expressing the opinion of the
‘whole organization. Thus will be avoided all exploitation at the expsnse

of the people, and there will be uo talk of “exposing" the refugees ot present
or in the future. Thsn only can the foreigners have confidence, when they are
faced with a group of patriots who seek nothing but the good of their country.
Otherwise they cannot know what they are promising or what kind of obligations
they can undertake mtually and responsibly.’
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